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Akkreditierungsbeschluss vom 23.06.2026 
 
Life Science Informatics (Master of Science) 

 
Auf Basis des Prüfberichts formaler Aspekte nach § 14 Abs. 3 der Evaluations- und 
Akkreditierungsordnung Studium und Lehre (EvAO) (Anlage 1), des Gutachtens fachlich-inhaltlicher 
Aspekte nach § 14 Abs. 4 EvAO (Anlage 2), unter Berücksichtigung der Stellungnahme der Fakultät 
(Anlage 3) sowie auf Empfehlung der internen Akkreditierungskommission vom 11.05.2026 fasst das 
Rektorat der Rheinischen Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn gemäß § 14 Abs. 5 EvAO folgenden 
abschließenden Akkreditierungsbeschluss. 

 
 

1. Das Rektorat beschließt, den Studiengang „Life Science Informatics“ mit Auflagen zu akkreditieren, 
da die zugrundeliegenden Kriterien im Wesentlichen erfüllt sind. 

 
Die folgenden Auflagen sind spätestens bis zum 01.07.2027 umzusetzen und die Maßnahmen zu 
deren Erfüllung der Stabsstelle Qualitätsmanagement und Digitalisierung Studium und Lehre 
gegenüber mit entsprechenden Nachweisen anzuzeigen. Es ist zu beachten, dass die 
Akkreditierung wieder entzogen werden kann, wenn die Erfüllung der Auflagen bis zum gesetzten 
Termin nicht angezeigt wird. 

 
In den Fällen, in denen fachlich-inhaltliche Aspekte zu dieser Entscheidung geführt haben, ist die 
Gutachter*innengruppe durch die Stabsstelle Qualitätsmanagement und Digitalisierung Studium 
und Lehre um ein Votum bzgl. der Erfüllung der Auflagen zu bitten. 

 
Die Akkreditierung wird für eine Dauer von acht Jahren (unter Berücksichtigung des vollen zuletzt 
betroffenen Studienjahres) ausgesprochen und ist gültig bis zum 30.09.2033. Das interne 
Akkreditierungsverfahren des o.g. Studiengangs ist damit abgeschlossen. 

 
Zur weitergehenden Qualitätsentwicklung und Förderung der Qualitätskultur ergänzt das Rektorat 
seine Entscheidung ferner um die unten festgehaltenen Empfehlungen. Für weitere Anregungen 
zur Weiterentwicklung aus Perspektive der Gutachter*innen wird auf das Gutachten verwiesen. 
Beschwerden bezüglich der Ausgestaltung des Verfahrens oder im Rahmen des Verfahrens 
gefällter Entscheidungen sind gegenüber dem Rektorat formlos auf schriftlichem Wege 
vorzubringen. 

 
2. Der Beschluss sowie die zugrundeliegenden Anlagen werden der Stabsstelle Qualitätsmanagement 

und Digitalisierung Studium und Lehre zur Veröffentlichung in den Amtlichen Bekanntmachungen 
der Rheinischen Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn – Verkündungsblatt – sowie auf deren 
Internetseiten, ferner zur Information des Akkreditierungsrates und von Träger und Sitzland zur 
Verfügung gestellt. 
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Auflagen 
 

1. Both versions of the diploma supplement need to outline the credits (under section 3.2) and the 
programme intended learning outcomes (under section 4.2) and use the current template of the 
German Rector’s Conference. (Criterion 106) 

2. The module handbook must be revised to ensure the clarity, completeness, and consistency of the 
information provided. (Criterion 108) 

3. The module handbook has to be updated to reflect the actual content taught in the programme. 
Furthermore, its content must comply with the examination regulations. (Criteria 205, 210 and 
212) 

 
 
 
Empfehlungen 

 
1. To ensure the sustainability of the programme, it is encouraged to take the necessary steps, in 

collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to begin making new appointments that will facilitate a 
smooth generational transition. (Criterion 213) 

2. It is recommended to place a stronger emphasis on communication in order to close the PDCA 
cycle in the student life cycle, including e.g. the implementation of more structured feedback 
mechanisms or clearer communication on examination scenarios. (Criteria 208 and 217) 
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Anlage 1: Prüfbericht zu formalen Kriterien vom 13.11.2025 

Report of the formal criteria 

Life Science Informatics (Master of Science) 

 
The following standardised report serves as evidence of the review of formal aspects within the 
framework of the internal accreditation procedure for the above-mentioned study programme at the 
University of Bonn, as well as documentation of the review results. Alongside the report prepared by 
the external reviewers and any statement submitted by the faculty, it forms the basis for the 
Rectorate’s decision regarding the (re-)accreditation of the aforementioned study programme, 
following the corresponding recommendation by the Internal Accreditation Commission. Furthermore, 
it is made available to the external reviewers involved in the process to support their work. 

To enhance transparency within the University and towards external stakeholders, the report is 
published on the University of Bonn’s website upon completion of the procedure and provided to the 
Accreditation Council in fulfilment of its statutory obligations. 

Note: References to the StudakVO NRW (Study Accreditation Ordinance North Rhine-Westphalia) have 
been operationalised, where necessary, in accordance with the specific circumstances of the University 
of Bonn. 

 
 

Contents 

Report of the formal criteria ................................................................................................................... 3 

Life Science Informatics (Master of Science) ....................................................................................... 3 

Result of the formal criteria report on November, 13th, 2025 ................................................................ 4 

Need for modification(s) ..................................................................................................................... 4 

Basic criteria ............................................................................................................................................ 5 

Structure and duration of higher education studies (see § 3 StudakVO NRW)................................. 5 

Profiles for study programmes (see § 4 StudakVO NRW) ................................................................. 5 

Qualifications and qualification designations (see § 6 StudakVO NRW) ........................................... 6 

Modularisation (see § 7 StudakVO NRW) .......................................................................................... 7 

Credit points system (see § 8 StudakVO NRW) ................................................................................. 8 

Special criteria to be applied as the situation dictates ............................................................................ 9 

Criteria specific to Master’s study programmes (see various §§ of the StudakVO NRW) ............... 9 

Criteria specific to teaching degree study programmes (see various §§ of the StudakVO NRW) 10 

Full-time theology study course (see various §§ of the StudakVO NRW) ..................................... 11 
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Special criteria for cooperations with non-university institutions (see § 9 StudakVO NRW) ......... 11 

Special regulations for joint programmes (see §§ 10 and 33 StudakVO NRW)............................. 12 
 
 
Result of the formal criteria report on November, 13th, 2025 
The Quality Management and Digitalisation Unit for Teaching and Learning (SQDSL) determines that 
the study programme “Life Science Informatics” fulfills the above-mentioned formal criteria largely. 

The review of formal aspects within the framework of the internal accreditation procedure for the 
aforementioned study programme is thereby concluded. 

The review report and any identified need for modification(s) (see below) will be made available to the 
external reviewers involved in the subject-specific evaluation and to the Internal Accreditation 
Commission of the University of Bonn, in preparation for the Rectorate’s final accreditation decision. 

 
 
Need for modification(s) 

1. Both versions of the diploma supplement need to outline the credits (under section 3.2) and the 
programme intended learning outcomes (under section 4.2). (Criterion 106) 

2. The module handbook must be revised to ensure the clarity, completeness, and consistency of the 
information provided. (Criterion 108) 

3. If applicable, following the assessment of the external reviewers on criteria 205 and 211 of the 
report regarding subject-specific content aspects. (Criterion 109) 
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Basic criteria1 

 
Structure and duration of higher education studies (see § 3 StudakVO NRW) 

101 The standard periods of study for a full-time study programme are six, seven 
or eight semesters for Bachelor’s study programmes and four, three or two 
semesters for Master’s study programmes. The standard period for a full- 
time study programme in the Bachelor’s study programme is at least three 
years. With consecutive study programmes, the total standard period for a 
full-time study programme is five years (ten semesters). Shorter and longer 
standard periods of study are possible in exceptional cases if the study 
programme is organized accordingly to allow the student an individual 
learning biography, in particular through part-time, distance and extra- 
occupational study programmes or dual study programmes as well as 
practical semesters. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons According to § 4 (1) of the Examination Regulations (“Prüfungsordnung”, PO) 

for the consecutive Master’s study programme “Life Science Informatics“ of 
the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences at the University of Bonn, 
the standard period of study is four semesters. The module plan included as 
an annex to the PO, the sample study schedule, and the Diploma 
Supplement reflect this provision. 

 
Taking into account the admission requirements specified in § 4 PO, which 
stipulate a first relevant qualification comprising at least 180 credit points, 
the total standard period of study amounts to at least ten semesters. 

 
 

102 The University of Bonn implements the national and state regulations 
concerning the recognition of competencies, qualifications, and 
achievements obtained at a higher education institution, as well as the 
accreditation of competencies and qualifications acquired outside of higher 
education institutions. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons § 6 of the Examination Regulations for the Master’s study programme 

contains provisions on the recognition of competencies, qualifications, and 
achievements obtained at another higher education institution, as well as on 
the accreditation of competencies and qualifications acquired outside of 
higher education institutions. These provisions are in accordance with the 
principles of the Lisbon Convention and § 63a of the Higher Education Act of 
North Rhine-Westphalia (“Hochschulgesetz NRW”). 

 
Profiles for study programmes (see § 4 StudakVO NRW) 

103 Bachelor’s and Master’s study programmes stipulate a final thesis to prove 
a student’s ability to deal with a problem from the respective subject 
independently by means of scientific or artistic methods within a set period 
of time. 

 
1 The criteria numbers start at 100 for the sake of easy and clear referencing. 
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 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons In accordance with § 20 (1) PO, a final thesis is provided for pursuing the 

objectives stated therein. A corresponding module description is missing 
and needs to be provided, see criterion 108. Albeit the existence of a thesis 
is beyond doubt, regarding the provided regulations in the PO and the 
provided evaluation data by the faculty. The module plan annexed to the 
PO and the module handbook assign the final thesis to the fourth semester 
of the study programme. 

 

Qualifications and qualification designations (see § 6 StudakVO NRW) 
104 On successful completion of a Bachelor’s or Master's study programme, 

only one degree, the Bachelor’s or Master’s degree, will be awarded, unless 
this is a multiple-degree qualification. No differentiation is made between 
the degrees based on the duration of the standard period of study. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons § 3 PO provides for the awarding of exactly one academic degree upon 

successful completion of the Master’s examination. A part-time version of 
the degree programme is not provided for, and no differentiation of the 
degree is made based on the duration of the standard period of study. 

 
 

105 The following designations shall be used for Bachelor’s and consecutive 
Master’s degrees: 

 
1. Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Master of Arts (M.A.) in the subject groups 

linguistics and cultural studies, sport, sport science, social sciences, 
science of art, performing arts and, with a corresponding content focus, 
in the subject groups economic sciences as well as in applied arts study 
programmes, 

2. Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) and Master of Science (M.Sc.) in the subject 
groups mathematics, natural sciences, medicine, agricultural, forestry 
and food sciences, in the subject groups engineering sciences and 
economic sciences with a corresponding content focus, 

3. Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) and Master of Laws (LL.M.) in the subject group 
law, 

A designation based on the numbers above or in accordance  with  criterion 
115 can be stipulated for a study programme that covers numerous bases 
(“polyvalent”) in line with its content focus. Subject additions to the 
qualification designations and mixed-language qualification designations are 
excluded. Bachelor degrees with the supplement “honours” (“B.A. hon.”) are 
excluded. In the case of interdisciplinary and combined study programmes, 
the qualification designation depends on the most important subject area 
on the study programme. Master’s degrees that differ from the designations 
shown above may also be used for further education study programmes. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons According to § 3 PO, the degree Master of Science (M.Sc.) is to be awarded; 

no subject-specific additions or bilingual degree designations are intended. 
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106 The Diploma supplement, which is an integral part of every degree 
certificate, provides information on the study programme on which the 
qualification is based. The qualification documents may point out at a 
suitable point that the degree level of a Bachelor's degree corresponds to a 
Diploma qualification at universities of applied science and/or that the 
degree level of a Master’s degree corresponds to a Diploma qualification at 
universities or equivalent higher education institutions. 

 ☐ met ☒ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons In accordance with § 28 PO, the Master’s degree certificate is supplemented 

by a Diploma Supplement (additional document). A draft version of the 
Diploma Supplement in German and English is available for the study 
programme, corresponding largely to the version agreed upon by the 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (KMK) 
and the German Rectors’ Conference (HRK) in 2018. However, the 
programme intended learning outcomes and the awarded credits are not 
outlined adequately. 

Need for 
modification 

Both versions of the diploma supplement need to outline the credits (under 
section 3.2) and the programme intended learning outcomes (under section 
4.2). 

 

Modularisation (see § 7 StudakVO NRW) 
107 The study programmes are to be structured in study units (modules) that 

compile programme contents thematically and chronologically. The content 
of a module is to be calculated so that it can usually be taught within a 
maximum of two consecutive semesters; in duly substantiated exceptional 
cases, a module may also extend beyond two semesters. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons § 4 (2) PO provides for the structuring of the study programme into modules, 

which are thematically, methodologically, or systematically related units of 
instruction. The module plan annexed to the PO exclusively includes 
modules that are completed within a single semester. This arrangement is 
also implicitly reflected in the module handbook. 

 
 

108 The module description should contain at least the following: 
 

1. Intended learning outcomes and module content, 

2. Teaching and learning methods, 

3. Prerequisites for participation, 

4. Requirements for the award of ECTS credits in accordance with the 
European Credit Transfer System, 

5. ECTS credits and grading, 

6. Frequency of module delivery, 

7. Workload, and 

8. Duration of the module. 
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 The requirements for participation must include the knowledge, abilities and 
skills for a successful participation and tips for suitable preparation by the 
students. Under the requirements for the award of ECTS credit points it 
should be specified how a module can be completed successfully (type, 
scope and duration of the examination). 

 ☐ met ☒ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The Bonn-Aachen International Center for Information Technology (b-it) has 

submitted a module handbook. The majority of the information required 
according to the criterion is included in this handbook. Exceptions are 
described in more detail in the following paragraph. For the elective areas of 
the study programme, various modules are documented that are not 
specified in the examination regulations. Since the Examination Board, 
according to Annex 1 PO, may approve the addition of further elective 
modules, this is not considered a deficiency within the meaning of the 
criterion. However, some modules are listed with titles that significantly 
differ from those in the examination regulations, making it difficult to 
identify elective and compulsory modules with certainty. Details regarding 
the prerequisites for the award of credit points (type, scope and duration of 
examinations) are not documented/specified in most modules. 
Furthermore, some module titles show inconsistencies compared with the 
PO. In some cases, inconsistencies regarding the workload calculation are 
also evident. Finally the „duration of the module“ is only provided implicitly. 

Need for 
modification (if 
applicable) 

The module handbook must be revised to ensure the clarity, completeness, 
and consistency of the information provided. 

 

Credit points system (see § 8 StudakVO NRW) 
109 Each module shall be assigned a certain number of ECTS credit points 

depending on the work involved for the students. 30 credit points should 
usually be taken as a basis in each semester. One credit point corresponds 
to an overall performance by the student in class time and self-study of 25 
to a maximum of 30 hours. ECTS credit points shall be awarded for a module 
if the achievements stipulated in the examination regulations are proven. 
ECTS credit points are not necessarily awarded on the basis of an 
examination but for successful completion of the respective module. 

 ☐ met ☒ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons According to § 4 (3) PO, students earn credit points (CP) under the European 

Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) for each successfully 
completed module. One credit point corresponds to a calculated workload 
of 30 hours, including both contact hours and independent study. 

 
Students have to complete 30 credit points (CP) each semester. The 
programme concludes in the fourth semester with the Master’s thesis. 
According to the study schedule, the programme normally provides for 30 
credit points per semester. Some compulsory elective modules are offered 
in different semesters than those indicated by the study schedule, so the 
workload for students may be higher or lower depending on their choices. 
The  Examination Regulations  and  the module handbook  include modules 
worth  less  than  5  credit  points.  Ten  modules  include  coursework that, 
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 according to § 12 (4) PO, constitutes a prerequisite for admission to the 
module examination. 

 
According to the justification for § 12 (5), numbers 3 and 4 of the Specimen 
Decree, deviations from regulations in this regard are possible, provided that 
the module concept, examination concept, qualification objectives, and 
overall examination workload are considered coherent. However, this 
assessment is the responsibility of the external reviewers within the 
framework of the subject-specific evaluation. The external reviewers should 
be asked for an appropriate statement in the context of the evaluation 
according to § 12 of the Study and Examination Regulations (StudakVO NRW) 
(criteria 205 and 211). 

Need for 
modification (if 
applicable) 

If applicable, following the assessment of the external reviewers regarding 
criteria 205 and 211 of the report on subject-specific content aspects. 

 
 

110 No fewer than 180 ECTS credit points must be proven for the Bachelor's 
degree. 300 ECTS credit points are needed for the Master’s degree, including 
the previous study programme up to the first professional qualification. 
Deviations from this rule are possible in individual cases with an appropriate 
qualification of the student, even if 300 ECTS credit points are not reached 
at the end of a Master's study programme. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons According to § 4 (1) PO, the standard period of study is four semesters, or 

two years, during which 120 credit points are to be earned. Taking into 
account the admission requirements for the Master’s programme already 
mentioned in criterion 101, the total number of credit points amounts to at 
least 300, since a first higher education qualification comprising 180 credit 
points is required. 

 
 

111 The scope of work is 6 to 12 ECTS credit points for the Bachelor’s thesis and 
15 to 30 ECTS credit points for the Master’s thesis. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The scope of the Master’s thesis is 30 credit points according to § 4 (4) PO, 

corresponding to 900 hours of student workload. A corresponding module 
description is missing and needs to be provided, see criterion 108. 

 
 

Special criteria to be applied as the situation dictates 
 
Criteria specific to Master’s study programmes (see various §§ of the StudakVO NRW) 

112 A differentiation can be made between “application-oriented” and 
“research-oriented” Master's study programmes. The respective profile 
shall be specified in the accreditation. [§ 4, para. 1 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons According to § 2 PO, the study programme adopts a research-oriented 

profile. For an assessment of the implementation of the profile pursued by 
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113 When establishing a Master's s study programme, it has to be determined 
whether this is consecutive or provides further education. 2Master's study 
programmes providing further education correspond to consecutive 
Master's study programmes with respect to the requirements on the 
standard period of study and final thesis, and lead to the same degree level 
and the same rights. [§ 4, para. 2 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme follows a consecutive profile and, according to § 4 (1) 

PO, requires a first higher education degree in the fields of computer 
science, biotechnology, pharmacy, medicine, chemistry, mathematics, or a 
related field. According to § 4 (2), applicants must provide proof of basic 
organic chemistry, molecular biology and biochemistry as well as theoretical 
biology qualifications with a total of 18 CP, and proof of knowledge of 
informatics in the fields of programming, data structures and algorithms, 
computer architecture as well as basic theoretical computer science with a 
total of 18 CP. Furthermore, § 4 (3) PO specifies the required English 
language proficiency of the applicants. 

 
 

114 Admission requirement for a Master's study programme is a first 
professional qualification at a higher education level. Master's study 
programmes providing further education usually assume qualified 
professional experience of no less than one year. [§ 5, para. 1 StudakVO 
NRW] 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons As described under criterion 113, the study programme requires, according 

to § 4 (1) PO, a first relevant higher education degree. 

 

Criteria specific to teaching degree study programmes (see various §§ of the StudakVO 
NRW) 

115 Master's study programmes that teach the educational requirements for a 
teacher training qualification have a particular teacher training-related 
profile. The respective profile shall be specified in the accreditation. [§ 4, 
para. 1 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No teaching degree study programme is assessed. 

 
 

116 Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) and Master of Education (M.Ed.) for study 
programmes that teach the educational requirements for a teacher training 
qualification can also be awarded for study programmes. [§ 6, para. 2, item 7 
StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 

the faculty in this regard, reference is made to the evaluation of the 
external reviewers according to § 12 StudakVO NRW (criterion 205). 
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Assessment/Reasons No teaching degree study programme is assessed. 

 

Full-time theology study course (see various §§ of the StudakVO NRW) 
117 Study programmes in theology that qualify students for the office of pastor, 

priest or the profession of lay pastor (“full-time theology course”) do not 
have to be tiered and may have a standard period of study of ten semesters. 
[§ 3, para. 3 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No theology study programme is assessed. 

 
 

118 Different designations may also be used for study programmes in theology 
that qualify students for the office of pastor, priest or the profession of lay 
pastor (“full-time theology course”). [§ 6, para. 2 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No theology study programme is assessed. 

 
Special criteria for cooperations with non-university institutions (see § 9 StudakVO 
NRW) 

119 The scope and type of existing cooperations with companies and other 
institutions, including the non-university places of learning and study 
programme shares as well as the language(s) of instruction, are contractually 
regulated, and described on the website of the higher education institution. 
When applying models of recognition of prior learning within the scope of 
cooperation related to the study programme, the equality of content of 
nonuniversity qualifications that are to be recognized and their equivalence 
according to the envisaged qualification level must be explained plausibly. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons According to the preamble of the foundation's statutes dated September 8, 

2002, B-IT is a joint scientific institution of the University of Bonn and 
RWTH Aachen University. It thus constitutes an institutionalised form of 
cooperation between universities in accordance with Section 77 (1) and (2) 
of the Higher Education Act of North Rhine-Westphalia and is not 
considered a cooperation with a non-university institution within the 
meaning of this criterion. 

 
 

120 In the case of a cooperation with a non-university institution that is related 
to a study programme, the added value for the future student and the higher 
education institution awarding the degree must be explained plausibly. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme does not foresee cooperations with non-university 

institutions. 
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Special regulations for joint programmes (see §§ 10 and 33 StudakVO NRW) 
121 A joint programme is either a Bachelor’s or a Master’s study programme that 

is coordinated and offered by a domestic higher education institution 
together with one or more higher education institutions from a foreign state 
or states in the European Higher Education Area that leads to a joint degree 
and that has the following features: 

 
1. an integrated curriculum, 

2. usually at least 25 percent of the study programme completed at one or 
more foreign higher education institutions, 

3. contractually governed cooperation, 

4. coordinated admissions and examination system, and 

5. a joint quality assurance. 

The criteria 121 to 124 and 224 to 225 are applied to these degree 
programmes. The implementation of items 1 to 5 is reviewed. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No joint programme is assessed. 

 
 

122 Qualifications and periods of study will be recognised in accordance with the 
law from April 11, 1997 on the Convention on the Recognition of 
Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region from 
May 16, 2007 (BGBl. (German Federal Law Gazette) 2007 II p. 712, 713) 
(Lisbon Recognition Convention). The ECTS is applied in accordance with 
criteria 106 and 108, and the distribution of credit points is regulated. 
Between 180 and 240 credit points have to be proven for the Bachelor's 
degree and no fewer than 60 credit points for the Master’s degree. The main 
information for students has been published and can be accessed by them 
at all times. Apart from that, the criteria 101 to 120 do not apply. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No joint programme is assessed. 

 
 

123 If a joint programme is coordinated and offered by a domestic higher 
education institution together with one or more higher education 
institutions in foreign states that do not belong to the European Higher 
Education Area (non-European cooperation partner), criteria 122 and 123 
shall apply accordingly if the non-European cooperation partner commits 
itself to an accreditation using the criteria in the cooperation agreement. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No joint programme is assessed. 

 
 

124 The rules of procedure for joint programmes in accordance with § 33 
StudakVO NRW are to be applied when conducting the accreditation review 
(the “European Approach”). In particular, this means that 



13 
 

 1. The peer-review has been carried out by a panel of at last four experts 
that was made up at least as follows: 

a) Members from at least two of the countries involved in the joint 
programme, 

b) At least one student representative, 

c) The review panel represents expertise in the corresponding subjects 
and disciplines, including the labour market/ world of work in the 
relevant fields and expertise in the field of quality assurance in the 
higher education sector and has knowledge of the higher education 
systems of the higher education institutions involved as well as the 
languages of instruction used, and 

d) The professors have the majority of votes (§ 25, para. 3, sentence 1). 

2. the University of Bonn has published the review report and assessment 
on its website in English. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons No joint programme is assessed. 
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Anlage 2: Gutachten zu fachlich-inhaltlichen Kriterien vom 24.02.2026 

Expert’s Report of the Academic Criteria 

Life Science Informatics (M.Sc.) 

 
The following standardised report serves as evidence of the audit of substantive and subject-specific 
aspects conducted by the external reviewers listed below. Their review forms part of the internal 
accreditation procedure for the abovementioned study programme at the University of Bonn and of 
the documentary record of the site visit results. The report will underpin the Rectorate’s decision on 
(re-)accrediting the abovementioned study programme based on the recommendation by the internal 
accreditation committee. In order to increase transparency within the University of Bonn and towards 
external parties, it is published on the website of the University of Bonn after completion of the 
procedure and made available to the German Accreditation Council for the fulfilment of its legal 
obligations. 

N.B.: the references to the StudakVO NRW have been tailored to the University of Bonn’s individual 
situation where necessary. 

 
 

External reviewers: 
 

Prof. Dr. Rainer Spang University of Regensburg, Faculty of Informatics and Data Science, 
Institute of Functional Genomics, Chair of Statistical 
Bioinformatics 

Prof. Dr. Alexandre Varnek Université de Strasbourg (France), Faculty of Chemistry, Head of 
the Laboratory of Chemoinformatics 

Dr. Gerhard Hessler Sanofi, Head of Synthetic Molecular Design, Frankfurt on the Main 
(Labour Market representative) 

Florian Puttkamer University of Mainz, Chemistry Master's Student (Student 
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Draft resolution dated February, 24th, 2026 

 
The group of external reviewers listed above has established that the study programme “Life Science 
Informatics” largely meets the criteria set out below. 

The assessment of substantive and subject-specific aspects forming part of the internal accreditation 
procedure for the abovementioned study programme is thus complete. 

The review and details of any need for change identified (see below) will be shared with the competent 
faculty so that it can make a statement if desired and provided to the internal accreditation committee 
at the University of Bonn so that it can prepare the final accreditation decision to be made by the 
Rectorate. 

 
 
Need for change 

 
1. The module handbook has to be updated to reflect the actual content taught in the programme. 

Furthermore, its content must comply with the examination regulations. (Criteria 205, 210 and 
212) 

 
 
Recommendations 

 
1. To ensure the sustainability of the programme, it is encouraged to take the necessary steps, in 

collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to begin making new appointments that will facilitate a 
smooth generational transition. (Criterion 213) 

2. It is recommended to place a stronger emphasis on communication in order to close the PDCA 
cycle in the student life cycle, including e.g. the implementation of more structured feedback 
mechanisms or clearer communication on examination scenarios. (Criteria 208 and 217) 
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Basic criteria2 

 
Qualification goals and qualification level (see § 11 StudakVO NRW) 

201 The qualification goals and the intended learning outcomes are clearly 
formulated, published and comprehensibly take account of the goals of 
higher education named in the Interstate Study Accreditation Treaty 
(Studienakkreditierungsstaatsvertrag) (academic or artistic ability, 
suitability for skilled employment and character development). The 
dimension of personality development also covers the future political and 
cultural role of the graduates in a civil society. Following their qualification, 
the students should be able to help decisively shape social processes in a 
critical, well thought-out manner as well as responsibly and in a democratic 
public spirit. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The qualification goals of the programme are clearly defined and 

consistently reflected in both its conceptual design and its practical 
implementation. They are transparently published on the Website of both 
the University of Bonn as well as the Bonn-Aachen International Center for 
Information Technology (B-IT), which hosts the programme. Throughout the 
site visit, university leadership, faculty representatives and teaching staff 
described the programme as a long-standing and well-established Master’s 
programme with a clear interdisciplinary mission. The central qualification 
goal is to educate graduates who are capable of bridging informatics and life 
sciences and of applying computational, data-driven and algorithmic 
methods to complex scientific problems in a reflective and responsible 
manner. 

The programme is positioned as an integral component of the university’s 
strategic focus on interdisciplinary research, particularly in the context of 
artificial intelligence, data science and computational approaches across 
scientific domains. This positioning was consistently articulated at 
leadership and faculty level and is reflected in the curriculum structure and 
research integration. Students confirmed that the programme meets their 
expectations regarding academic depth, scientific challenge and relevance 
for future careers. 

In addition to subject-specific competences, the programme fosters 
independent thinking, critical reflection and the ability to engage with 
complex scientific and societal challenges. The experts therefore conclude 
that the qualification goals comprehensively address the objectives of higher 
education as defined in § 11 StudakVO NRW, including academic 
competence, employability and personal development. 

 
 

202 The subject-specific and scientific, academic or artistic requirements 
encompass the aspects of knowledge and understanding (broadening, 
deepening   and   understanding   knowledge),   the   use,   application   and 
production of knowledge or art (utilization and transfer, scientific 
innovation), communication and cooperation as well as scientific, academic 

 

2 The criteria numbers start at 200 for the sake of easy and clear referencing. 
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 or artistic self-image and professionalism and are commensurate to the 
degree level being taught. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The subject-specific and academic requirements of the programme are fully 

commensurate with the level of a consecutive Master’s degree. The 
curriculum combines advanced theoretical foundations with a strong 
emphasis on methodological competence and practical application in 
bioinformatics, chemoinformatics and related computational life science 
disciplines. Teaching staff emphasised that students are expected to engage 
with complex algorithms, abstract models and advanced data-driven 
methods and to apply these independently in scientific contexts. 

Students reported that the programme requires sustained analytical effort, 
a high degree of self-directed learning and the ability to integrate knowledge 
from different disciplinary backgrounds. These demands were perceived as 
challenging but appropriate for a Master’s-level qualification. 
Communication and cooperation skills are developed through project work, 
seminars and collaborative assignments, while professionalism is fostered 
through close integration into research environments and exposure to 
industrial applications. 

 
 

203 Bachelor’s study programmes serve to teach scientific foundations, 
methodological skills and qualifications related to the specific field of 
professional activity, ensuring a broad scientific or artistic qualification. 
Consecutive Master's study programmes consolidate or extend knowledge, 
are multidisciplinary or cover a different subject. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme clearly fulfils the defining characteristics of a consecutive 

Master’s programme. It builds upon a range of relevant Bachelor-level 
qualifications and systematically consolidates and extends prior knowledge 
into a coherent interdisciplinary profile. 

Faculty and teaching staff explained that the first semester is deliberately 
structured to establish a common academic foundation for students with 
heterogeneous backgrounds. Adjustment and foundational modules are 
designed not to repeat Bachelor-level content mechanically, but to elevate 
students to a shared Master’s-level competence. Subsequent semesters 
focus on advanced, specialised and research-oriented content. 

Students confirmed that the programme goes beyond consolidation and 
places strong emphasis on integration, abstraction and independent 
scientific work, thereby clearly fulfilling the expectations of a consecutive 
Master’s programme. 

 

Coherent study programme concept and adequate implementation (see § 12, para. 1, 
4 and 6 StudakVO NRW) 

204 The curriculum is adequately structured in consideration of the stipulated 
entry qualification and in view of the ability to achieve the qualification 
goals. 
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 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The curriculum is coherently structured in consideration of the stipulated 

entry qualifications and the intended qualification goals. The progression 
from compulsory foundational modules to advanced and elective modules 
follows a clear pedagogical logic that supports competence development 
across the programme. 

Teaching staff emphasised that the structure is intentionally demanding in 
the early phase in order to address heterogeneous prior knowledge and to 
ensure that all students reach a comparable academic level. Students 
generally perceived the learning trajectory as transparent and 
understandable, although some reported that the pace and intensity in the 
first year were challenging. 

Despite these challenges, the experts conclude that the curriculum structure 
is appropriate and enables students to achieve the qualification goals in a 
systematic and coherent manner. 

 
 

205 The qualification goals, the name of the study programme, degree level and 
designation as well as the module concept are coherently interrelated. 

 ☐ met ☒ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 

Assessment/Reasons The qualification goals, programme title, degree level and module structure 
are coherently interrelated. The designation “Life Science Informatics” 
accurately reflects the interdisciplinary integration of informatics, biology 
and chemistry that characterises the curriculum. 

All stakeholder groups consistently described the programme as clearly 
profiled, both internally and externally. No discrepancies were identified 
between the programme’s stated objectives, its academic level and its actual 
content in general. However, please see the assessment on the discrepancy 
in the module handbook and the examination regulation in Criterion 212. 
The experts confirm the internal coherence of the programme concept with 
this specific exception. 

Need for change (if 
applicable) 

see criterion 212. 

 
 

206 The programme concept covers a variety of different forms of teaching, 
learning and assessment, as well as practical parts where appropriate, that 
are adapted to the respective area of study and the study programme 
format. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme employs a variety of teaching, learning and assessment 

formats that are appropriate to the discipline and degree level. These 
include lectures, exercises, seminars, project-based formats and the 
master’s thesis. 

Assessment is predominantly conducted in written form. Teaching staff 
explained that this approach is motivated by the international composition 
of the student body and the aim of ensuring fairness in assessment, given 
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207 The concept creates a suitable framework to encourage student mobility, 
allowing students to attend other higher education institutions without 
losing time. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme concept provides a suitable framework for student mobility. 

University leadership and faculty representatives reported extensive 
international cooperation, including joint teaching initiatives, summer 
schools and exchange opportunities with partner institutions, which are 
strategically supported and embedded in the university’s 
internationalisation strategy. No structural obstacles to mobility were 
identified during the site visit, and the programme structure allows students 
to participate in external academic activities without extending the standard 
period of study. 

At the same time, programme management noted that, due to the highly 
international composition of the student body, outward student mobility 
occurs only to a limited extent in practice. The experts therefore conclude 
that the criterion is fulfilled in structural terms, even though actual mobility 
is not realised on a large scale. 

 
 

208 The concept actively involves students in organising teaching and learning 
processes (student-based teaching and learning) and creates freedom for a 
self-organised study programme. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme offers scope for student-centred learning and self- 

organisation, particularly through elective modules, project work and the 
master’s thesis. Students are involved in course evaluations and informal 
feedback processes, and teaching staff indicated that student feedback is 
considered in the ongoing development of the programme. 

Students nevertheless noted that decision-making structures are perceived 
as clearly defined and that opportunities to initiate change or to provide 
critical feedback could be made more accessible. While participatory 
mechanisms are in place, their functioning and impact are not always fully 
transparent from the student perspective. The experts therefore conclude 
that the criterion is fulfilled, while identifying scope for further enhancement 
in this area (see Criterion 217). 

Need for change (if 
applicable) 

None. 

differing levels of spoken English proficiency. Oral elements are nevertheless 
integrated in project presentations and advanced elective modules. 

Students generally accepted this rationale, although some expressed a wish 
for a stronger formal role of oral examinations. The experts conclude that 
the range of formats is appropriate overall and aligned with the 
programme’s objectives. 
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Recommendations 
for further 
improvement 

See crit. 217. 

 
 

209 Examinations and types of examinations allow an informative validation of 
the learning results that have been achieved. They are module-related and 
competence-oriented. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons Examinations and types of examinations are module-related, competence- 

oriented and suitable for assessing the intended learning outcomes. Written 
examinations, project reports and presentations are aligned with the 
respective module objectives and are regarded as academically appropriate 
by both staff and students. 

Students suggested that a broader mix of compulsory assessment formats 
could further enhance competence validation. However, no structural 
deficiencies were identified, and the experts conclude that the criterion is 
fulfilled. 

 
 

210 The study programme, course of study, examination requirements, module 
descriptions and admission requirements including the regulations for 
compensating disadvantages for students with students with disabilities or 
chronic illnesses are documented and published. 

 ☐ met ☒ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme, admission procedures and formal regulations are 

documented and publicly accessible. Students confirmed that the admission 
process is clearly explained and transparent, particularly for international 
applicants. 

However, students reported inconsistencies between the module 
handbook, examination regulations and the content actually taught. These 
observations were confirmed by teaching staff and are addressed through 
the condition formulated under Criterion 212. 

Need for change (if 
applicable) 

see criterion 212. 

 
 

211 Study programmes with a particular profile requirement have a 
selfcontained programme concept that takes the particular characteristics 
of the profile into due account 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme has no particular profile requirement. 
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Feasibility (see § 12, para. 5 StudakVO NRW) 
212 The feasibility of the study programme in terms of whether a student can 

complete it within the standard period of study is ensured. In particular, this 
includes: 
4. Plannable and reliable study activities 

5. Courses and examinations that are largely free of overlaps 

6. A realistic average workload that is appropriate to the examinations to 
be sat; the learning outcomes of a module are to be measured in such a 
way that they can generally be achieved within a semester or a year, 
something that is verified in regular surveys 

7. an adequate and workload-appropriate audit density and -organisation, 
which is coherently justified in an examination concept and the 
appropriateness of the workload is regularly assessed with the 
involvement of students as part of the further development of the 
degree programme within the meaning of § 14; modules should have a 
scope of at least five ECTS credit points. 

 ☐ met ☒ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The feasibility of completing the programme within the standard period of 

study is generally ensured. Teaching staff reported very low dropout rates 
and only a small number of examination failures, which was corroborated by 
student statements. Students confirmed that, despite the high workload, 
completion within the regular timeframe is realistic. 

Formal mechanisms for workload monitoring and evaluation are in place, 
and results are discussed among teaching staff and study coordination. The 
high intensity of the programme was described as a deliberate and 
necessary response to heterogeneous prior knowledge. 

Students repeatedly reported discrepancies between the module handbook, 
the examination regulations and the content actually taught, including 
outdated module descriptions. Teaching staff acknowledged that the 
module handbook has not been comprehensively updated to reflect recent 
curricular developments. 

The experts concluded that reliable documentation is essential for 
transparency, realistic workload planning and feasibility. This measure also 
contributes to addressing discrepancies raised under criteria 205 and 210. 

Need for change (if 
applicable) 

The module handbook has to be updated to reflect the actual content taught 
in the programme. Furthermore, its content must comply with the 
examination regulations. (see also crit. 205 and 210) 

 
Resources (see § 12, para. 2 and 3 StudakVO NRW) 

213 The curriculum is implemented by sufficient teaching staff with appropriate 
specialist and methodical-didactic qualifications.In keeping with the nature 
of the University’s profile, the link between research and teaching is ensured 
in particular by professors (main job) on both Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree programmes. The University takes appropriate measures to recruit 
and train its staff. 
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 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme is currently implemented by a sufficient number of 

academically qualified teaching staff with strong research profiles, ensuring 
a close link between research and teaching. Students benefit directly from 
this integration and from access to cutting-edge research topics. 

Teaching staff and faculty leadership, however, explicitly referred to 
upcoming retirements and general recruitment challenges in 
interdisciplinary and AI-related fields. While no immediate staffing shortages 
were identified, the experts consider proactive planning beneficial to ensure 
long-term sustainability. 

Need for change (if 
applicable) 

None. 

Recommendations 
for further 
improvement 

To ensure the sustainability of the programme, it is encouraged to take the 
necessary steps, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to begin 
making new appointments that will facilitate a smooth generational 
transition. 

 
 

214 The study programme is also adequately resourced (especially in terms of 
non-academic staff, rooms, materials and equipment, including IT 
infrastructure, teaching and learning materials). 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The programme is adequately resourced with regard to non-academic staff, 

rooms, materials and IT infrastructure. Students raised no concerns 
regarding facilities or technical equipment. Study coordination was 
consistently highlighted as highly supportive and effective. 

 

Subject-content organisation of the study programmes (see § 13 StudakVO NRW) 
215 The up-to-dateness and adequacy of the subject-related and scientific 

requirements are guaranteed. The subject-content design and the 
methodical-didactic approaches taken by the curriculum are checked 
continuously and adapted to further professional and didactic 
developments. To this end, the professional discourse on a national and if 
necessary international level is taken into account systematically. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The up-to-dateness and adequacy of the subject-related and scientific 

requirements of the programme are ensured. Teaching staff consistently 
emphasised that the curriculum is closely linked to current research 
developments in bioinformatics, chemoinformatics and computational life 
sciences. The integration of modern algorithmic approaches, data-driven 
methods and artificial intelligence, including large language models, was 
repeatedly highlighted as a defining feature of the programme’s content. 

Faculty members explained that curricular content is reviewed on a 
continuous basis  and adapted  in  response  to  scientific progress, evolving 
professional   requirements  and   didactic  developments.   This  process  is 
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supported by the strong embedding of the programme in active research 
environments and interdisciplinary research initiatives at the university, 
which enables rapid transfer of new knowledge into teaching. This high level 
of activity is partly seen as the root of the discrepancies mentioned under 
criteria 205, 210 and 212. However, the experts do not see this as a defect 
within the meaning of the present criterion. 

The programme also takes national and international professional discourse 
into account. Teaching staff reported close connections to international 
research networks, collaborations with partner institutions and regular 
exchange with external academic and industrial stakeholders. These 
interactions inform both subject-content design and methodological 
approaches. 

Students confirmed that contemporary methods and tools are increasingly 
integrated into teaching and that the curriculum reflects current 
developments in the field. While some students expressed a wish for even 
stronger coordination of AI-related elements across modules, no indications 
were found that the subject content is outdated or inadequate. 

Furthermore, a systematic and continuously recurring review of the up-to- 
dateness of the course of study also results from the cycle for evaluation and 
accreditation at the University of Bonn in accordance with the Evaluation 
and Accreditation Regulations for Study and Teaching (EvAO), which, 
depending on the specific measure, provides for intervals of a maximum of 
two (evaluations) or eight years (accreditation). The experts therefore 
conclude that the criterion is fulfilled. 

 
 
 
Academic success (see § 14 StudakVO NRW) 

216 The study programme is subject to continuous monitoring that also involves 
students and graduates. Measures to ensure the academic success are 
derived on the basis of this monitoring. These are under constant review and 
the results are used for the further development of the study programme. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is subject to continuous monitoring that involves 

students, teaching staff and programme management. Formal course 
evaluations are conducted regularly and are complemented by informal 
feedback channels, including direct communication between students, 
lecturers and the study coordination. Teaching staff reported that evaluation 
results are systematically reviewed and discussed within the programme 
team, and that they inform adjustments to teaching formats, exercises and 
course organisation. 

Students confirmed that evaluations are carried out consistently at the end 
of each semester and that feedback is generally taken seriously by lecturers, 
even if the implementation of changes may take time. Alumni activities, 
including regular alumni lectures and informal networking opportunities, 
provide additional insight into graduate outcomes and contribute to 
monitoring academic success beyond completion of the programme. 

Reported low dropout rates, few examination failures and strong absorption 
of graduates into both doctoral studies and industry indicate a high level of 
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217 The involved persons are informed of the results and any measures taken, 
in consideration of data protection issues. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The persons involved in the programme are informed about evaluation 

results and related measures, taking data protection requirements into 
account. Teaching staff reported that evaluation outcomes are shared with 
lecturers and discussed in internal meetings, often in an informal and 
solution-oriented manner. Programme management emphasised that 
feedback is also exchanged directly with students through personal 
communication and advisory structures, particularly via the study 
coordination. 

Students acknowledged that changes based on feedback are visible over 
time, especially at the level of individual courses. At the same time, they 
indicated that communication regarding programme-level conclusions and 
follow-up measures could be clearer and more systematic. From the experts’ 
perspective, this observation does not indicate a lack of quality assurance, 
but rather points to an opportunity to strengthen transparency and visibility 
of existing processes as already stated under criterion 208. Overall, the 
criterion is considered to be fulfilled. 

Need for change (if 
applicable) 

None. 

Recommendations 
for further 
improvement 

It is recommended to place a stronger emphasis on communication in order 
to close the PDCA cycle in the student life cycle, including e.g. the 
implementation of more structured feedback mechanisms or clearer 
communication on examination scenarios. (see also crit. 208) 

 

Diversity, gender equality and accessibility accommodations (see § 15 StudakVO NRW) 
218 The University of Bonn has concepts for diversity, gender quality and to 

encourage equal opportunities for students in special circumstances that are 
implemented on the level of the study programme 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The University of Bonn has established institutional concepts for diversity, 

equal opportunities and the compensation of disadvantages, which are 
applied at programme level. Teaching staff provided concrete examples of 
individual accommodations, including flexible deadlines in cases of illness, 
pregnancy or chronic conditions. It was emphasised that such cases are 
handled on an individual basis in accordance with applicable regulations. 

Students reported a high level of personal support, particularly from the 
study coordination, which was described as highly accessible and 
responsive, including in matters extending beyond purely academic issues 

academic success. The experts therefore conclude that appropriate 
monitoring mechanisms are in place and that their results are used, in 
principle, for the ongoing development of the programme. 
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Special criteria to be applied as the situation dictates 
 
Criteria specific to teacher training programmes (see § 13 StudakVO NRW) 

219 In study programmes that teach the educational requirements for a teacher 
training qualification, the basis for the accreditation are both the assessment 
of the educational sciences and specialist sciences as well as their didactics 
- 11 - according to professional requirements that are both common for all 
states and state-specific, as well as the structural specifications teacher 
training that are both common for all states and state- 
specific. [§ 13, para. 2 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is not a teacher training programme. 

 
 

220 Within the scope of the accreditation of teacher training programmes it has 
to be assessed whether 
1. it is an integrative study programme at universities or equated higher 

education institutions comprising at least two specialist sciences and 
educational sciences in the Bachelor phase as well as the Master’s phase 
(exceptions are allowed in the subjects art and music), 

2. practical experience at schools are carried out during the Bachelor study 
programme, and 

3. a differentiation is made in the study programme and the qualifications 
according to teacher posts. 

 
Exceptions to clause 1 numbers 1 and 2 are permitted for teacher training 
programmes for vocational schools and for lateral entry master's degree 
programmes. [§ 13, para. 3 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is not a teacher training programme. 

 
Study programme for further education (see § 11, para. 3 StudakVO) 

221 Master's study programmes providing further education usually assume 
qualified professional experience of no less than one year. The concept for 
Master's study programmes providing further education takes into account 
the professional experiences and builds on these to achieve the qualification 

(e.g. visa-related questions for international students). The programme’s 
structure, with a strong focus on computational and theoretical work, was 
also described as generally compatible with flexible participation formats, 
for example through remote access to learning materials. 

Students nevertheless noted that the proportion of female teaching staff is 
relatively low, indicating potential for further development with regard to 
gender balance. Faculty and teaching staff, plan to this matter in the 
upcoming generational transition, although qualification of newly appointed 
staff is considered as the main focus. 
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 goals. I In the concept the higher education institution clearly explains the 
connection between the professional qualification and the study 
programme as well as the equivalence of the requirements with those for 
consecutive Master's study programmes. [§ 11, para. 3 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is not a study programme for further education. 

 

Dual study programme (see § 12, para. 7 StudakVO) 
222 A degree programme may be described and advertised as ‘dual’ if the 

learning locations, at least the university or vocational academy and the 
company, are systematically interlinked in terms of content, organisation 
and contract [§ 12, para. 7 StudakVO NRW] 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is not a dual study programme. 

 
Partnerships with non-university institutions (see § 19 StudakVO NRW) 

223 If the University of Bonn offers a study programme in cooperation with a 
non-university institution, the higher education institution is responsible for 
complying all the formal criteria (see the audit report) and substantive and 
academic criteria (see this review). The higher education institution 
awarding the degree may not delegate decisions on 

1. the content and organisation of the curriculum; 
2. admissions, recognition and crediting; 
3. the questions for and assessment of examination performances; 
4. the management of examination and student data; 
5. the quality assurance procedures; as well as 
6. criteria and procedures to select the teaching staff. 

to third parties. 
 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 

Assessment/Reasons The study programme has no partnerships with non-university institutions. 

 
University partnerships (see § 20 StudakVO NRW) 

224 The University of Bonn guarantees the implementation and quality of the 
study programme concept, where applicable in partnership with other 
higher education institutions. The type and scope of the cooperation are to 
be described and the agreements on which the cooperation is based are to 
be documented. 

 ☒ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☐ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The University of Bonn maintains well-defined and contractually regulated 

partnerships with other universities within the framework of the B-IT (Bonn– 
Aachen International Center for Information Technology), which is a joint 
scientific institution in accordance with Section 72 (2) of the North Rhine- 
Westphalia University Act. The cooperation is formally concluded between 
the University of Bonn, RWTH Aachen University, the State of North Rhine- 
Westphalia and the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. 

The agreement clearly regulates the scope and structure of inter-university 
cooperation, particularly with RWTH Aachen University. It defines shared 
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Special provisions for joint degree programs (see § 16 StudakVO NRW) 

225 Criteria 201, 202, 204, 205, 206, 209, 210, 212, 213, 215 and 215 apply 
accordingly for joint programmes. The following also applies: 

 
1. The admission requirements and selection procedures are 

commensurate with the level and the specialist discipline of the study 
programme. It can be proven that the intended learning outcomes can 
be achieved with the study programme. Wherever pertinent, the 
stipulations of Directive 2005/36/EC from 07.09.2005 on the 
Recognition of Professional Qualifications (current version) must be 
taken into account. 

2. The diversity of the students and their needs are respected in the 
support, the organisation of the study programme and the forms of 
teaching and learning employed, as well as the specific requirements of 
mobile students.The quality management system at the University of 
Bonn guarantees the implementation of the foregoing stipulations and 
has successfully undergone system accreditation. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is no joint programme. 

 
 

226 If a joint programme is coordinated and offered by the University of Bonn 
together with one or more higher education institutions in foreign states 
that do not belong to the European Higher Education Area (non-European 
cooperation partner), criterion 224 shall apply accordingly at the request of 
the University of Bonn if the non-European cooperation partner commits 
itself to an accreditation using the criteria and rules of procedure regulated 
in criterion 224 as well as in §§ 10 paragraphs 1 and 2 and 33 paragraph 1 of 
the StudakVO NRW in the cooperation agreement with the University of 
Bonn. 

 ☐ met ☐ met in part ☐ not met ☒ not relevant 
Assessment/Reasons The study programme is no joint programme. 

responsibilities in teaching, supervision of students and master’s theses, and 
the mutual recognition and coordination of teaching contributions in jointly 
carried out study programmes, including Life Science Informatics. The 
agreement specifies that academic responsibility for curriculum design, 
examination procedures and quality assurance remain with the participating 
universities, thereby safeguarding institutional autonomy and compliance 
with accreditation requirements. Responsibility for the Life Science 
Informatics degree program is explicitly regulated in Section 2 Paragraph 4 
of the cooperation agreement dated March 18, 2003. 

The experts therefore conclude that the criterion is fulfilled. The university 
partnerships relevant to the programme are appropriately regulated, 
documented and aligned with the requirements for academic responsibility, 
quality assurance and institutional oversight. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005L0036-20211210
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Statement of the Master's Program in Life Science Informatics 
Regarding the Site Visit Report of January 13, 2026 

 

The Master's Program in Life Science Informatics has taken note of the site visit report of January 13, 
2026, conducted as part of the reaccreditation process, agrees with the report, and accepts it. 

 
 

Regarding the requirement: 

The revision of the module handbook has already begun and is well underway. This revision is 
necessary, and the program agrees to this requirement. 

 
 

Recommendations: 

The program has already followed the recommendation to begin the process of filling the 
professorship vacated by Professor Hofmann-Apitius. The members of this appointment committee 
have now been selected, thus initiating the recommended succession plan. 

 
 

Regarding communication with students, further efforts are being made, for example, to better tailor 
the nature and circumstances of examinations to international students and to adapt announcements 
to this target group. 

 
 

Acknowledgement: 

The Master's program in Life Science Informatics thanks the reviewers for their constructive feedback 
during the audit. 

 
 
 
 
  



 

Ausgefertigt aufgrund des Beschlusses des Rektorats der Rheinischen Friedrich-Wilhelms-
Universität Bonn vom 23. Juni 2026.  
 
Bonn, 7. Juli 2026 
 
 

M. Hoch 
 

Der Rektor 
Der Rheinischen Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn 

Universitätsprofessor Dr. Dr. h. c. Michael Hoch 
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