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In the aftermath of W nnenden

After many school shootings in recent tinmes researchers, parents, pupils and te
achers are concerned of the future. Howis a gunman able to nurder other pupils
in such a sudden act of violence? Many researchers have tried to explain this ph
enomenon and want to prevent further school shooting. One inportant explanation
presented is a rel ationship between nmedia violence and increased | evels of aggre
ssion. In the follow ng essay this explanation is exam ned whether this is real
y true or not.

In current research there are two different positions towards a possible relati
onshi p between nedi a viol ence and aggression. One clainms that this cannot be pos
sible and the other one says that this a sufficient explanation. However, there
are problenms with this explanation. Firstly, nedia violence is hard to define an

d nmeasure. What is enough violence that causes children to kill their school mate
s? Secondly, the relationship between media viol ence and aggression tends to be
a problem Sone researchers say that there is no connection at all. Even if ther

e is a connection, many researchers are not sure how they effect each other. One
explanation is that too much viol ence causes using it as a formof problem
sol vi ng.

In research there also different approaches to explain school shooting. One app
roach are the problens in fanmily attitudes and social classes. In nmy opinion the
se are very inportant argunments to explain the behaviour of a gunman. The nost i
nportant problemis the question how children or youths tend to kill their own s
chool mates and then, often thenselves. School shooting is a very spontanous and
vi ol ent act. However, there nust be trigger factors that causes this violence. O
ne i nmportant possibility for researchers could be to exanine the school and the
teachers and how t he gunman behaves before the act. One inportant problemcould
be the lack of success and social contacts, but a functioning social network is
very inportant for young people.

Al in all, school shooting is a very conplex problemthat could be caused by m
any soci al and psychol ogi cal problens. One-

di mensi onal explanations are not sufficient fromny point of view. A lot of rese
arch has to be done again in this area to prevent further school shootings.



