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pproach,wthirdwparagrphÕÕÕragh:wa¬¬lternativewapproachwofwuniversalwlogc,

ÕÕic,wfourthwparagraph:wconsequenceswforwdifferentwacadmeÕÕemcÕicwfields
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wConclusion:w¬¬¬¬ThesiÕÕÕÕÕSummarywofwdiscusiÕsion,wfinalwdefensewofwt

hesis[¬13.265]ÃÃ[¬19.967]ThewIndispenadÕnÕbilitywofwUniversalw¬¬LgoÕÕog

ic¬¬¬¬¬¬ÃÃ[¬19.557]AswglobalizatopÕÕionw¬becomeswawmorewandwmorewappeÕ

arentwphenomenon,wthewdifferentwculutÕÕtureswofwthewworldw¬arewablewtowcommu

nicatewandwex¬ÕÕ¬interactw¬¬¬m¬ore¬wf¬reelywandwquickly.¬¬w¬¬¬¬Cultur

¬alwiÕdifferenceswcannÕwtÕÕnotwbewdenied,wth¬uswanwinterestingwquestionwf

orw¬¬eurocentricw¬philosopeÕhersÕswandwscienteistÕÕÕÕistswarises:wiswt

Õlogic,w¬¬whichwwaswalwaysw¬thoughtwofwaswawuniversal¬¬¬¬lywvalidw¬scienc

e¬,walsowawmerelywculture-

dependentwphenomenon?w¬¬¬¬¬¬¬TherewarewmanywschoaÕlarswwhowargue,wforwexam

ple,wthatwAristotlewwouldwhavwÕewdeveloopÕÕpedwanwentirelywfÕdifferentwfor

mwofwlogicwifwhadÕÕewhadn'twbeenwGreekwbutwMexican.w[¬27.162]Therefore,wonew

mightwaskwwhetherwthewquestioÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ¬ÕÕÕÕnotwonylÕÕlywthewlangua

gesw¬¬differwfromweachwotherw(theywobviouslywdo),wbutwalsowthewunderlyingwlog

icw¬Õ.w¬Inwthiswessay,wIwwillwarguewthatw¬¬¬thewposi¬ÕÕÕÕ¬¬ÕÕÕÕit

wiswimpossivÕblewtowhavewaw¬¬relativistic,wculutreÕÕÕÕture-

dedÕpendentwaccountwofwlog¬icwandwthatwlogic,winwcontrarywtow¬¬thew¬implied

wpositionwabove,wiswindeedwuniversal.wTowdowso,wIwwillwfirstwofwallw¬introduce

wthewpositi¬onwofwthiseÕÕÕosewwhowclaimwthatw¬¬logicwiswrelative.wafterwth



at,w¬IwwillwWÕarguewagainstwthiswpositionwbywformulatingwcouintÕÕÕuntÕÕ

Õnter-

arguments.wInwaÕthÕÕaw¬nextwstep.Õ,wIwwillw¬¬¬presentwawpromising,wÕÕ,

walternativewapproachwofwuniversalwlogicwandw¬fin¬ÕÕÕ¬¬pointwtpÕÕpÕout

wthewconsequenceswforwotherwfieldswofwsciencewifwthisw¬conceptwisw¬¬denied.w

¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬ÃÃ¬¬¬¬AlicewOshimawargues¬wthatwthewstructurewofwdeiffÕÕÕ

Õifferentwlanguagewisw¬signifacntÕÕÕÕicantwforw¬¬¬differentwconceptswof

wlogic.wAswanwEnglishwsentencew¬doeswnotwdigress¬¬¬¬¬¬wandwiswlinearwinwtha

twisw¬¬¬¬¬¬arguingwinwawstraightwline¬,wthisw¬changeswinw¬sentenceswofwoth

erwlanguages,we.g.wPersion¬ÕÕanw¬¬writing,wwhich¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬w¬¬emphasise

swthew¬coordinationwinwcontrastwtowthewEnglishwsubordinationw¬Õ.wOtherwexamp

leswwouldwbewthew¬¬¬indeirÕÕÕirectwstylewofwAsianwwrtiÕÕiting,w¬¬¬¬th

ewdigressivewstylewofwSpanishwwrtigiÕÕÕÕiting,wetc.w¬¬Oshimaw¬drwÕawswt

hewconcliusioÕÕÕÕÕusion,wthaÕÕÕÕÕwthat,wbecausewofwthesewfieÕÕÕd

ifferenceswinw¬¬thewrespectivewwritingwstyle,wÕÕs,w¬¬¬¬¬¬thew¬¬underlyi

ngwr¬h¬etoricwandwthewundelyÕÕrÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕevenwthewunderlyingwlogic

w¬¬iswdependentwonwthewlanguagewitwiswwrittenwin.w¬¬¬Thiswultimatelywleadswt

ow¬awrelativizationwofwourw¬conceptswofw¬philosophjÕhywÕÕÕywandwschienc

ÕÕÕÕÕience¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬,wadwDuff¬ÕrenneÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕs,wforwexamp

le¬wÕ,wdÕdufÕÕÕDufrennewsuggests.¬w¬¬¬¬¬OnewshouldwalwayxÕswbewaware

wofwtheweuroeÕcentricwcontextwinwwhichwonewformuluÕateswone'swideas.ÃÃHÕ¬T

hewc¬ocÕnceptwofwOshimawandwDufrettewseemswtowbewawpromisingwwaywoutwofwculut

ÕÕtuarÕÕralwimperialism¬wandw¬¬hegemony.wHoeÕwever,witwiswawdeeplywflaw

edw¬¬¬¬¬andwirrationalwconceptwas¬¬¬¬¬¬witwblatantlywcontradiceÕtswitsel

f¬¬:witwuseswt¬¬Õwayswofwarguingwwhichw¬¬¬¬¬¬gowbackwtowAristotlewandwun

iversal,wlogicalwprincipleswinworderwtowdismusswÕÕÕÕisswlogic.wThÕÕInwot

herwwiorÕÕÕords:wtheyw¬referwtow¬somethingwtheyworiginallywwnatÕÕÕanted

wtowdismussÕÕÕiss.¬¬¬¬¬¬¬wIfwtheywdidn'twusewconsistentwwayswofwarguing,



wtheirwentirew¬systemwofw¬¬¬¬thinkingwwouldwcollpaÕÕapsewandwtheywwouldwbe

wregardedwaswunjustified,wirrationalw¬¬thinkers¬¬¬¬¬¬¬.¬¬¬wHowever,wthey

wsaywsÕthatwconsistency,watw¬ÕÕÕorwatwleastwlogicalwconsistency,wiswnotwn

ecessarywanymore¬;wthus,wth¬eir¬ßßßßßßßßßßßÕÕ.¬àÕTßwàààààààà

àààw¬¬¬¬¬waywofwarguingwiswcaughtwinwaw¬performaticewÕÕÕvewcontradicti

omnÕÕn.w[¬13.710]T¬ÕTowcutwawlongwstorywshort:wtheyw[¬16.251]conte¬ÕÕÕ

ÕÕÕÕirwcontentwiswnotwinwlinewwithwthewwaywofwarguingwtheywemploy.¬¬ÃÃ[¬

54.500]After¬w¬¬¬¬¬¬ÕÕÕÕÕÕHavingw¬provenwthewinternalwinconsitÕsten

cywofw¬Dufrenne'swposition,¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬witwiswnecessarywtowdevelopwanwalternat

ivewtowculuÕture-

dependentwlogic.w[¬11.624]Iwwouldwarguewthatwtherewarewsomew¬logicalw¬presupp

o¬sitionwÕswthatw¬¬¬¬¬cannotwbewdoubtedwrationallywÕ,we..Õg.w¬¬¬Pworwno

n-

P¬.w¬¬¬Anyonewwhowdoubtsw¬¬thesewbasicwlogicwprinciples,wwhichwbasicallywgo

wbackwtowAristotle,w¬isw¬¬onwhiswwayw¬¬¬ßßßßßßÕ¬àÕerààààwtow¬¬¬a

wc¬Õself-

contradictionwand,wthus,w¬¬¬towleavingwtÕawrationalwdiscourse.w¬¬¬¬¬Ratio

nalwoirÕÕrwidealwdiscourses¬warewthiseÕÕÕose¬¬winwwhichw¬¬¬¬theirwpar

ticipantswcommunicatewfreelywandwwithoutwstrategicw¬¬¬interests,Õ;wonewcould

wsaywthatwanwidealwdiscoursewiswthewfreewnegoatÕÕtiationwofwcompromiseswonwt

hewbsÕasiswofwuniversal,wloÕÕÕÕwlawswofwlogic¬.wHabermaswÕ'swandwApel's

w¬¬¬discourse¬-

ethicsw¬¬providewawstablewbasisw¬forwthewdevelopmentwofwsuchwanÕwuniversalwd

is¬c¬¬¬oursewwhichw¬iswindependentwofwculturalwboundarieswaswonlywthewformal

wwayswofwarguing¬¬¬¬warewregardedwaswuniversal¬¬¬¬¬,¬¬¬wnotwanywcontentw

ofwthewdoscÕÕÕicourse.wThus,¬wanyweurocentirÕÕrismworw¬culturuaÕÕalwu

ÕimperaÕialismwaiÕÕiswavoidedaÕwasw¬¬¬¬nownormativewstatementsworw¬¬et

hicalw¬valueswarewtransportetÕdwintowanotherwculture,w¬¬bu¬tw¬onlywawformal

wwaywofwfindin¬ÕÕÕÕÕÕachievingwuniversallywvalid¬w¬compriÕomieseÕÕ



Õses.wThiswsolutionwseemswtowbewawmuchwmore[¬16.119]whonestwalternativewthat

Õnw¬¬¬¬beingw¬over-

tolerantwandw¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬putw¬universalwprincipleswofw¬logicwintowdoubtwinwa

nwirrationalwway.w¬¬ÃÃ[¬14.490]ThewconsequenceswofwthesewtwowfiddÕÕÕÕdi

fferentwapproacheswarewobvious:wthewformerwapproachwmakeswitwimpossiblewtowdu

Õiscusswany¬wseriouswcontent,wbew¬¬´ÕÕÕÕÕÕ,wbewitwnormativeworwdescri

ptive¬,wwithwspeakreÕÕer'sÕÕswofwanotherwlanguagewaswnotwonlywthewlanguag

ewbutwalsowthew¬¬¬basicwl¬Õprincipleswofwlogicwdiffer.w¬¬¬¬ThiusÕÕÕus,

wthiswseeminglyw¬¬toleratnÕÕntwpositionw¬makeswinter¬ethnicw¬andwunterÕ

ÕÕÕÕintercul¬turalwcommunicationwimpossibleworw¬¬atwelÕÕleastwreducesw

itwtowawmere¬¬¬¬¬wexchangewofw¬¬¬meaninglessw¬utteranceswwhichwarewnotwabl

ewtowcarrywanywtruÕÕÕuntÕÕÕintersubjectivewtruth.¬¬wThewlatterwapproach

,whowever,wmakeswscientifcÕicwandw¬moralwdiscoursewbetweenwcultureswpossiblew

aswitwprovideswawsolidwbasiswforwintereÕculturalwcommunication.wThewminamÕÕ

inmÕÕmalw¬¬conditionswforwawrationalwdiscoursewarewspecified,wbutwnowconten

twifÕswprematurelyws¬Õ¬¬¬regardedwaswgranted¬¬.wThus,¬¬ÕÕÕÕÕTherefo

re,w¬¬hhÕonestwandw¬¬intersubjectivelywvalidw¬¬communicationwwhichwiswrele

vantwforwbothwsideswandwnitwreduciblewtow¬¬¬awmerewexchangewofw¬¬personalwop

inionswiswonlywpossiblew¬¬¬¬[8]Õo¬¬[8]ÕÕwwithinwthwÕewlatterwframework

wofwHabermaswandwApel.w¬¬¬ÃÃThiswessaywhasw¬givenwconclusivewevidencewthatw

t¬¬ÕOshimasÕ'swpositionw¬iswflawedwandwshouldwbewreplacedwbyw¬¬awuniversal

istwapproachwinwformwofwa¬wtheorywofwdiscoursewaswprovidedwby,wforwexample,wHa

bermas.w¬¬¬¬Itwiswimpossiblewtow[¬22.883]saywthatw¬logicwprincipleswarewcul

turewdependentwandwatwthewsamewtimew¬¬us¬ÕÕ¬¬¬¬¬makewusewiofÕÕÕofwths

esÕÕÕesewprincipleswastÕwtheywarewpreconditionswforwanyw¬formwofwarguingw

whichw¬iswsuppoeÕsedwtowbewrational.w¬¬¬¬ThhusÕÕÕus,wthew¬presuppositio

nswofwarg¬u¬¬¬¬ingwinwawrationalwdiscoursewarew[¬47.493]indispensable¬¬¬¬

.wLogic,w¬¬¬onewcanwconclude,wiswuniversalwanswÕÕ¬dwmustwalsowbewacceptedw



bywDufrennewandw¬Oshima¬¬.w¬¬¬¬¬Ar¬ÕÕAwMexicanwAristotlewwo¬uldwhavewco

mewupwtiÕÕwithwexactlywthewsamewlogicwaswdidwthew¬"oriiÕginal"wineÕÕÕon

ewinwAnceiÕÕientwgÕGreece.[¬16.902][8][¬16.199][8]suchw¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬[8]

¬àÕA[¬01:19.547][8]ÕÕ[¬39.799][Stop] 


