[Start] *XBeing®the¢test®subject's®*laptop®can®be**both*¢cumbersome*®and®exciting
. XeCumbersome, *because*one*find*s*little®res*t, *eventatenight.** kHe®woulde**
* kX seize®me®whenever [*15.938] ¢he*has®an®inspiring®thought* ¢ (or*whate®he¢*believ
es*to*be*one) *and*work®on*his*paper*, ¢no*matter®* X X X kyhat¢the®hour®may*be.*
* kK Xk kkkAewhile®ago®he®*hXleven®took®me®to®the*loo®*to®work®on®his®thesis®alle
night*, ¢in®near-

complete¢darkness* .k X eXHowever, *I¢*should®not®be®complaining, *as®this®is®thee*
only¢type®ofeerratice®and®unpredica*tX<Xltable*behaviour*he¢display*s.*As®*a®ma
tter®ofefact, *he¢is®a¢*fairly®*structured®and®orderly®person, ®*in®*particular®whe
newriting®is®concerned.** *k kX *k kx X kxA¢ X ]long*phase*of*planiing* XX<XK<Xlning*an
destructuring®precedes®ecach®project, ¢ X X kX kX X Xyhen®he¢draftseup*a®*question®an
dea¢preliminary®structure* *¢and, *once*this*has*been*setl1<Xltled, *he®*proceeds*
toekkkkkkkfiniXlding®*literature®thate®ma*y®*prove¢helpful®in®whatever*endea
vour®might®* k k % % X X Xpeehise®curren*t®X X X X Xoccupation.®[*10.257]He®would*t
hen¢evaluate*the¢literature, ®i.e.®read®it, *underline®*important®passages®andety
pe¢* kX the ¥ XK KKK X XKXlinsert*them®verbatim®into*the® *document*he*has*start
edeforethatespecificepurpose.** kX k kXAtethe¢very®*beginning®of®ecache®project, *the
*pap*er*looks®ol k¥ XI<Xllike*a*®** kgross®and®*blatant®case®of*[*11.901]plagiara<Xli
sm, *with®dozens®ofedireXkcte®quotes®composing®each®chapter.*However, ¢k X Xhe¢ise*
juste®accumulating®facts, ** kX figures, *evidence®*and®*arguments®*to®further®his®cau
se®or®rather¢develop®his®own®line®of®argument* .*After®a®while* X, ¢yhen*he*beli
eves®he¢is®done¢with®*his®research®and®*evaluation®of®literature, ¢tk <Xl*k kheer
eworks®the*passages*to®string®to®gXIXlgether®* %k k * kx X Xgecoherent®text®thatefo
¥k k]llows®a®logical®structure®and®resultsk kX X kX kX keinecomprehensib*le¢conclu
sions, *at®least®ideally.*[*26.482]That®is®*the®exciting®par*t*, ¢when®*masses®of
¢information*e®-¢seemingly®unrelated®information, Xle-

*are¢reshaped** kX X X X Xand*begin®to®present®a®certain®picture, *like®one®woulde*
expect®* from®a®puzzle®of®some®sort.k kkkkkkekx*kAlas, *sometio*kXl*kmes®things
*go®awry, *and®*he®willehave¢to®*find®further*evidence®or®he®realiz<Xlses®that®ine®
X some®way®or®other®he¢lacks®*an®argument®or®a®suitable®transit*ion®to®proceed*
with®the¢chapter®he¢is®working®on; *but®usually*, *ite*itXls®little®trouble*to*
overcome¢®*these®minor®setbacks®and®finish*ewha*tehe¢has®started. [X11.693]¢[*1
0.899]Eve*Xn®a¢*paper*that®has¢*been®thoroughly®structured®and®planned®may * * X X
Xk kebring®up®unexpected®twists®and®developments®*that®have®to®bestackled* %k X X
Xk K ;eXpute*katethisestage, *finishing®the¢paper®* X Xk Xisepainting®by®numbers
*toe*him* %k ,¢Itehas®all®*been®set, *the®aim®ise®clear* k%, ¢ande®*so®is®the®structure
* ok k kX X, ewhiche®leaves®* kX X Xonly®*the®*blanks®to*be¢filled®in.k kX kX keXItesound
setrivial X X %k kX e¢itemay®even®sound®ridiculously®easyX*, *X X Xbute®a®whole®lot*o
feeffort®ande®time®go®into®the®preparations®*before®this®stage®can®be®reached®in
*theefirsteplace* kX k k Xk Xk ;eputehesbleivesk << <Cer>>KDe>>> %, *andeexp
erience¢has¢proven*hime®right, ¢that®any®other®[*17.106]approach®to®papers®*is¢
*doomede*toefailk k. kkeAteleasteany®* Xappraoch®*that®dismisses®a®clear®questio
n*and¢strucutre® kX XK X XXlturetas*superfluos&us**or¢thatereliseXIXles*on*th
e*notion®thateXk kX kX kX k k k kthee¢Xpaperewillefind®its®own®structure®sooner®or¢lat
er.[*10.871]***In¢the*end, *however, **Xexcitement®makes®room®for*®* kX Xroutine
kkk;keiteiseiXlhis®job,*after®all.k k kX [Stop]



