[Start] [*03:59.930] [¥B] [*35.672]Banning**the*depiction®ofeviloence¢*from®*the*m
edia*is®not®a®viable®solution®to®the¢dilemma®of*howeto®deal®vwitheviolence®in®
theefirsteplace.*Indeed, *violence*existed®long®*before®*the®media®could®*be®conce
ived®ofeande®thus®*there®is®*no®apparent®realtionship®to®the®extent®to®*whiche®peop
le*undergo®*influence®of*the*decpicition®ofeviolence®*and®more®violent®behavoiio
ur*in®reale®life.®LViolence®should®rather®be*treatee®as®*a®phenomenon®that®is®ih
nherent®to®all®*human*beings®and®not®per¢se*danger*<Xlous®or®unwanted*, *as®*itema
y®*be®necessary®to®resort®to®it®in®order*to®defen®a®settlement®orethe®life®andep
orrpoperty®of*an®individual.*The®only®real®*problem®here®is®excessive®use®ofevi
olence*and®the®use*ofeviolence®*in®an®un*inappropriate®context, *tand®thateis, *a
mong®other®things, *a*matter®of®socialisation®, *assessment®of®one'environmente®a
nd*a*healthy®and®good®uprbringing.*®Indeeed, *the®issue®aubout®censorshipt®is®th
atewithetehefirstelinkt, ¢the®chain®is®forged®that®binds®us®alll.*I-
.E¢.ethe¢*Xfirst®appearance®of®censorship, *even®ifeunder®the®noble*aim®*to®aboli
sheviolence¢*from®televisions®*nationwide®would®necessarilky®entail®further®case
s®ofecentsorship, *siuch®as®sex, *crime, *may®*be®political®*parties®and®theire®work
insgs®and*thus*would®undermine®the®*freedom®of®*the®media®to®an®extent®thatewoul
de*equalethe¢®situation®i®n®a®police®state®or®authoritarian®dictatorship.*INdeed
,*the*problem®*thatm®might®develop®from®*execessive®censorship®iste®sthate®the®upr
bringing®ofechildren®may®even®be¢fairly®problematic, *as®the®media, *asa®one®*is
thfjfhgreat®*source¢of*information, *would®not*reflect®the®actual®situation®ine®
the*world®ande®sthus®would®estrange®the*peole® k k kk x*k * kx JFIFJ[*15.843]Theedi
scussion¢®ofewhether*to®ban®violence®from®the®media®is®* Xone®thateise®k kX k Xxi
*<X]<X], ¢in®*many®*cases, *conducted®*in®a®shallow®manner®*<XI*  ¢It®does®certainly
*noterefelct®allethe®issues*that®go®along®with®violence®and/or*the¢depiction®o
feviolence*in®*modern-

day*society.* kX eThus, X X¢bann*ing®violence*, ¢or¢rather*isXlts®depiction, *is*
a¢*short-
sighted®attemt®to®mould®the®worlde®to®*some®questionable®ideal®of*k kelittle®valu
e.*The¢questions®thatemust®be®raised*before®this®*issue®*can*be®contemplatede®*
are¢firstly*thateofeviolence*and*its*®usefulness, *or¢*lack®thereof, ¢k kX kandethee
true*importeand®influence®of®its®depiction®in®the®media.*Finally, *the®suitabil
ity*eofecensorship®measures®*must®*be®discussed* Xk, ¢not®only®*focused®on®the®issu
e*ofeviolence, *but®rather¢in®a*general*manner * ¢ % *  kx XI<X], % J & % % % % % % * kxWHe
X]<Xlhen*it®comes*to®*violence, *modern* XXX XX Xlthere®*secems®*to*be®a®consens*
us®*in®modern-

day®society®that®it®is®unwanted, *unnecessayXlry*and®*should®*be*abolished* * , ¢%
*NAtions®and®*individuals*are®often®willing®to®go®to®great®lengthXkseto®*a* *xh
XKlchieve¢this, **disregarding®the*true*impooXirt*and®function®of*violence.®* XV
iolent*bealKhaviorXlur*arose®long®*before®the*®*media®couldebe®conceived®o*k kfea
nd¢long*before®* kpeoiple® XX XX Xlple*stardeXI<Xlted** * k kcovering®the®walls
sofecavesewithepaintings.e*k*k*kkkItefollow*that®violencetarises** kN>XaVvwit
hout®any*interventionev<{&by*the*®media, *but®rather®*the®opposite®is®true:*theem
edia¢pich<Xlk®up®on®the*existence*of®violence* ¢k kandeuse*it®asa®a®means®to®att
racte®"customers* "X  keViolence*as*®*such®*did, *however, ¢serve*to** face®dangers*
of XIXIXlethat®our* * ¥ XX <XIXlwere*bountiful®in®man's®*environment [*11.442].*Me
n'Xleoften*hadeto®resort®to®violence®to®protect®themselves, *their®community®or
¢theireproperty* kX X X ;ein®a®way, *thus, *violence®*secured®our®existence®as®*a®spe
cies.**The*true*problem®is®*thateviolence®*does®*not®necessarily®occur®*in®the*rig
hteXcontexts®XoX X X X Xrecan*be®*made®use®of®excessively* X ; ¢bute®these®*proble
ms*are*only®remotely®linke**t k XIXIXldeto*violence*iteXlself, *but®rather®* kwit
heconditions®of®upbringing, ¢socialisation* *k *k % 6 ¢asseXI<XI<XI<XIthe¢®right®assessm
ent®ofethreats*in®oneAXl's*enviromne X <Xl<Xlnmen* * % k kxt*and*otehr XXXt Xlhere*
*factors.®*k kX XTHus*<Xl, ¢therXlse<c <K h22222D2D>D>D%are®issuese

that*need*be®discussed*firstebefore®violence, *and®*its®*depiction, *should®be*add



ressed. ¥k Ik FJ[*32.419] THeXIXKlhe*way®to*simply*ban®violence*fromepublic®life*
by*suppressinXkgkeit'seXI<XIXls¢*depiction®and®*banning¢®violence®from®the®media®a
ltogehterXI<XI<XlXlther®will®*eventually®*backfire, ¢in®particular*ifeseen*b* *x Xlbe
fore®the*background®of®a*liberal, *democratic®societey.*FoXlirtXlst,*ifeviolenc
e¢is*banned*from®the*media®altogether* ¥, ewhih<Xlch®would®also*include®news*cov
erage, **Xwhatewould®*follow®*is*a*wapXlrped, ¢distotXlrted*¢ficticios®*worldethate*
bears*no®resemblance®to®*the®worldewe®live®in.®* Xk kTHe¢complete®lacke kX &&&&
CECCECCCCCCECCCCEANDIDDIDOIDIDIDIDIDIDIDIDID D> DI Dof*violencerin®the®media®wou
ld*a<Xleither*alientXlate*people*from®*the* *media®or*their*on&lwnelive* ks®anded
rives*, ¢and®*would®thus*be¢harmful*tXl*with®regard®to®coming®to®a®clear® *perce
ption¢ofethesworld.*Se* * [VBlu* [YB] [YD]condly, *th<XI<X[*14.327]once*censorship*
*has*become®a¢suitable®tool®to®deal®*with®unwanted®information, ¢it®is®onleXlyea
*matter®of*time®until®censorship®is®expanded®* kto®*coverage®ofediffereiXl<Xlin
g*pXp<&XIX], *and*perchance*unwated, *politicaleviewk Xk Xs* ,6 ¢sexuality, *crime*¢an
de*many*other®area*s* kX k k keTteiseone®thing®not*oXlto®overtaxs*®* XI<Xlepeople
swithe*thee¢depitKcitk XI<Xltion®of*violence, i*XI<Xleiteis, *however, *a*hor XI<XI<X]
XlXlan*entirely®different®*thing®*to®envisage®a®make-
believe*world®*where¢everything®thatemay®*seem* * X ¢disagreecable*of*<XI<Xlr*uncom
fortableX* X kX eXisebeing®*denied®*and®*suppressed.** X XBanning®violence*thus®is*th
eefirstestep®to®deying®citizense®free®access®*to®*information®on®a®largeer*k XI<Xlre
scale**ande®thus* X X Xeouredemocracy®*would®*slowly®develop®into®an®oligarchy, ¢wh
ere** few*people®*decide®what®the®majoritiXly*may*kno*Xw* . *Weemay<XI<Xlight¢even¢h
ave®*to*face*yet®another®authori*tarian®dictatorsc&hip*, *a*type®of*media¢fasc
hismeofethe*2lstecentury** . [*11.137]dF[*12.358]It*thus®*stands*to®reason*tha
teitekiseboth®impossible*X*and®not®*desirable*to®ban®violence¢*from®*the®media, X
kkkkkegseiteisean®integral®part®of®human® X X X kX kX Xcharacter®and®*survivalX*e
and*al XXk k kitewould®* Xseverely®restrict®the®media®and®*thus*¢ole* XXI<X1
ead*us®*into®* Xdarketimes®of®ignorance®again. kX kX kX kx k kx kX keTherefore, *the®matte
re¢isenoteife*k kviolence*®is®*addressed*in®the®media;*it®*is®on*us®*to®decide*to®wha
teextent®weewill®expose®ourselvetXlseto®it*k *ank kde*k kyhatetype®oferek XXXl
<K <X <X <K <K <K <K KT KT KK KK KXk k khowewe®are® X X X Xk kadapted®to®our®environment . <€
e ryell[X12.6671 D1 x>
&1 [*k14.315] [VBlkp[*k49.621] [VB] ke kx*x [B] XXX, seven[*k17.920] [VB] *k [B]*1
ndividuals®and®as* %k %k % * ko k% [V ] <X <K<K <Kt 0%k ko k ko ok V] % [VB] * [B] KK
overly¢simple* *¢solution* * [YB] * XX [*16.809] [YB], [*24.469] [B] kfield* %k k x X
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