
[Start]Beingthetestsubject'slaptopcanbebothcumbersomeandexciting
.Cumbersome,becauseonefindslittlerest,evenatnight.Hewould
seizemewhenever[15.938]hehasaninspiringthought(orwhathebeliev
estobeone)andworkonhispaper,nomatterwhatthehourmaybe.
Awhileagoheheventookmetothelootoworkonhisthesisall
night,innear-
completedarkness.However,Ishouldnotbecomplaining,asthisisthe
onlytypeoferraticandunpredicattablebehaviourhedisplays.Asama
tteroffact,heisafairlystructuredandorderlyperson,inparticularwhe
nwritingisconcerned.Alongphaseofplaniingningan
dstructuringprecedeseachproject,whenhedraftsupaquestionan
dapreliminarystructureand,oncethishasbeensetltled,heproceeds
tofinidingliteraturethatmayprovehelpfulinwhateverendea
vourmightbehiscurrentoccupation.[10.257]Hewouldt
henevaluatetheliterature,i.e.readit,underlineimportantpassagesandty
petheinsertthemverbatimintothedocumenthehasstart
edforthatspecificpurpose.Attheverybeginningofeachproject,the
paperlooksollikeagrossandblatantcaseof[11.901]plagiarai
sm,withdozensofdirectquotescomposingeachchapter.However,heis
justaccumulatingfacts,figures,evidenceandargumentstofurtherhiscau
seorratherdevelophisownlineofargument.Afterawhile,whenhebeli
evesheisdonewithhisresearchandevaluationofliterature,ther
eworksthepassagestostringtoggetheracoherenttextthatfo
llowsalogicalstructureandresultsincomprehensibleconclu
sions,atleastideally.[26.482]Thatistheexcitingpart,whenmassesof
information-seeminglyunrelatedinformation,-
arereshapedandbegintopresentacertainpicture,likeonewould
expectfromapuzzleofsomesort.Alas,sometiomesthings
goawry,andhewillhavetofindfurtherevidenceorherealizsesthatin
somewayorotherhelacksanargumentorasuitabletransitiontoproceed
withthechapterheisworkingon;butusually,ititslittletroubleto
overcometheseminorsetbacksandfinishwhathehasstarted.[11.693][1
0.899]Evenapaperthathasbeenthoroughlystructuredandplannedmay
bringupunexpectedtwistsanddevelopmentsthathavetobetackled
;butatthisstage,finishingthepaperispaintingbynumbers
tohim.Ithasallbeenset,theaimisclear,andsoisthestructure
,whichleavesonlytheblankstobefilledin.Itsound
strivial,itmayevensoundridiculouslyeasy,butawholeloto
feffortandtimegointothepreparationsbeforethisstagecanbereachedin
thefirstplace;buthebleivesee,andexp
eriencehasprovenhimright,thatanyother[17.106]approachtopapersis
doomedtofail.Atleastanyappraochthatdismissesaclearquestio
nandstrucutretureassuperfluosusorthatreliseesonth
enotionthatthepaperwillfinditsownstructuresoonerorlat
er.[10.871]Intheend,however,excitementmakesroomforroutine
;itisihisjob,afterall.[Stop] 


